Prague Review by Charlotte Hill
What do you get when potatoes visit Prague?! A group of SPUDS!
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November was the time for the youth group’s 3rd trip to Prague, it took months of hard work to prepare but was all worth it when the group was let loose on the streets of Prague. Having been to Prague a few years before, I definitely appreciated the later flight and having the excellent lie in until 5am. 
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As we reached Prague there was just the right amount of excitement and sleepiness and after our rather dodgy hotel sandwiches the SPUDS travelled to the theatre to see the stage and have a (rushed) technical rehearsal. All going well with the tech we went to a lovely Italian restaurant in the heart of Prague to have a tasty and eventful meal. Next we returned to the theatre to enjoy a brilliant black light theatre show. I have to say I was pleasantly surprised, as I was not entirely sure of how it would be. The spectacular use of UV lighting, costumes and amazingly talented actors absolutely blew me away! We then all returned to the hotel for a good rest before the big day. 
As we awoke, very early, spirits were high even if the breakfast was interesting. As we made it to the theatre there were some old friends reunited and we sat down to watch the first groups. 
The standard of all the performances was outstanding and watching all of the SPUDS actors from the lighting box I have to say it was the best performance that had been given; the energy and characters that were portrayed were fabulous and received very well by the audiences. 
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In the evening the groups that performed were taken on a spooky ghost tour of the city of Prague, the sleet and snow didn’t get the spirits of the SPUDS down, although the not-so terrifying costumes of the ghosts got a few slightly worried. 
On our last full day, the SPUDS embarked on a rather chilly tour of Prague but with some mulled peach and our traditional trip the lovely historical Café Slavia I know I had a very enjoyable morning. In the afternoon the SPUDS split up to do some shopping, visit the torture museum, Christmas markets and the Salvador Dali exhibition. 
Then to re-join the rest of the group and attend an acting workshop with the brilliant David Fisher where we were to get to know the other actors and actresses. 
After a tasty pizza and a few drinks the SPUDS left to go to the party and to find out the results of the competition. 
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As we sat in anticipation we were not surprised to find that our leading actor Tom Naylor (left) and supporting actress Kirsty Miall (right) won awards and cute little Teddy bears and when the final result was in I think half of Prague heard the SPUDS cheering when we won best performance.
After a lot of partying the SPUDS (just) made it back to the hotel to have a good rest before going to the plane the next day, joined by one of the other competing groups. Satisfied in the knowledge we had conquered Prague, the ride home was a quiet and sleepy trip with a very happy group of potatoes! :D

