Shinfield Players’ Theatre Youth Group presents

LETTERS FROM AMERICA

A NEW musical

Written by Gordon Bird, Cat Dove & Patrick Naylor

Music arrangement by Patrick Naylor

Synopsis
Anna Novak grows up in the 1980s under the communist regime in the city of Prague in what was then called Czechoslovakia. The political uncertainty at the end of that decade, eventually resulting in the fall of the Berlin Wall, is mirrored in Anna’s personal life as her brother Josef is imprisoned for writing anti-communist material. She is left only with her sick, elderly mother and then, to make things even worse, she starts to realize that her musician boyfriend Daniel prefers Klara, a talented singer. Josef’s writing skills help him protect Anna and his mother from worrying about him in prison. We then meet Blueski, an American film producer originally also from Prague who escaped communist Czechoslovakia for Hollywood. Can he overcome his own fears enough to help resolve Anna’s situation? Will Anna eventually discover the truth about her brother? Will she find love? Will Josef’s talent as a writer finally bring its rewards.
A tale of love, friendship and determination with some favourite 80’s songs (Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, I Want To Break Free, Everything I Do, Holding out for a Hero, Every breath you Take) as well as some less known songs from popular 80’s artists including George Michael, ELO and Peter Gabriel.
Show dates:

Friday 8th July 2011 at 7.30pm
Saturday 9th July 2011 at 2.30pm and 7.30pm

Sunday 10th July 2011 at 2.30pm.

Tickets are £5.

Act 1 
Scene 1, Hollywood, present day.

It is Hollywood and the annual Oscar awards ceremony and Anna Novak has been awarded the prize for best script. As she starts her acceptance speech, we are taken back in time to the 1980s …

Scene 2 – A school room, 1983
SLEDGEHAMMER/THE WALL is sung by the company and we are left with the school children and teacher who are in the middle of their lesson about communism. After the lesson, a young Anna and her friends, Daniel and Jakub, discuss what they want to do with their lives until they are interrupted by Anna’s neighbour, Julia, who has come to take Anna home.

Scene 3 – Apartment, Prague, 1983.

Meanwhile, in an apartment in Prague, Josef Novak, Anna’s older brother, is sitting writing his latest play. Sara, Josef and Anna’s mother, who is ill but still very mentally agile and demanding, is giving Josef a hard time! Just as Sara decides that she is going to retire to her room, they are interrupted by a knock on the door. Three policemen come to arrest Josef on something he has written several years earlier, when he was a student. As Anna and Julia arrive from school, he seeks assurances from the police that they do not reveal the truth and fabricate a story where Josef says he is going to work abroad on a film script.

Scene 4 – Prison Cell, Prague, 1983
Josef starts to write a series of letters home about how wonderful life is abroad – when in fact his real life situation is not so good. But his mood is livened by his fellow inmates. The male and female prisoners then start some light hearted fun by insulting each other, much the merriment of everyone and the scenes finishes with the song GIRLS WANNA HAVE FUN.
Scene 5- Apartment, Prague, 1989

A teenage Anna is sitting reading the latest letter from Josef to her mother, Sara, and Julia, her neighbour and a good friend to Sara. As Anna is about to go out, she is being nagged by her mother – questioning where is she going? Who with? Why? And so on! Eventually Anna has enough and leaves in a temper.

The two older women start to think back to “the old days” and reminisce about what they did in their youth whilst singing YESTERDAY ONCE MORE.

Scene 6 – The Café, Prague, 1989

The scene opens with Klara and her friends, Ema and Mel singing HOLDING OUT FOR A HERO.When they have finished, they join Daniel and Anna at their table. Anna is still in a mood and when Jakub joins them, they all try to prevent Jakub asking Anna how she is – without success! Jakub starts to voice his political opinions, much to the worry of everyone and then Branco, the police officer involved in the arrest of Josef appears. He starts to arrest Jakub but is restrained by Scala, his boss. Branco leaves and warns Jakub that he will be keeping an eye on him. Jakub then leaves, upsetting Klara. Daniel tries to comfort Klara but Anna misunderstands Daniel’s kind intentions as something more serious and storms out – with Daniel following.
Jakub is seen standing in Wensellas square and throws away his ID card and is arrested by Branco and his fellow policemen. During all of this, Branco keeps his word, following and watching Jakub’s every move whilst singing EVERY BREATH YOU TAKE.
Scene 7 - Prison cell, 1989
The inmates are planning to rehearse their play – written and directed by Josef! Their rehearsal is interrupted by the arrival of Jakub and Branco. Josef takes this opportunity to speak to Branco but the policeman offers no comfort about the family news and in fact, tells Josef that Anna is off the rails and his mother is very ill indeed – neither of which are true.

Luckily Jakub is more reliable and updates Josef with more accurate and welcoming news and then the prisoners start their rehearsal. They try to encourage Jakub but he is making plans about leaving whilst singing the song I WANT TO BREAK FREE.

Scene 8 – Charles Bridge, Prague, 1989.

Daniel and Anna are still discussing the incident in the café when a bunch for teenage friends notice Daniel and ask him to join them. Giving up on Anna and her moods, he agrees to go with them, leaving Anna alone. She starts to wish her brother was there to help guide her and sings DON’T GIVE UP. As she finishes, Julia finds Anna and informs her that her mother is very ill and she should come home at once. As they leave, the curtain falls for the end of the act.
