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BY and large, amateur groups tend to steer away 8bakespeare, and normally the only opportunity of
watching his work locally is the annual productiorthe Abbey ruins masterminded by Progress Theatre

It was, therefore, very brave of the Shinfield Rl@yto grasp the nettle and present 'The Scotlsh P
And it must be even more rewarding for them to kribat the production was such a resounding success.

In his programme notes, director Gary Ellmes inigiddhe and his cast were striving for what he reter
to as 'the two Es rule' - emotion and effect. fais to say they attained both!

The emotion in the text was successfully allowedpeak for itself and the effect was not only tharthe
acting but in the sound effects and Martin Tesakcellent lighting design, one of the best | have
experienced recently, be it on a professional atraateur stage.

The challenging title role was superbly portraygdvatt Hart, ably supported by Heidi Ashton as Lady
Macbeth, and all members of the large cast intthgitionally costumed show.

Barrie Theobald



