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Gosh where did April go! The Icelandic volcano (I won’t even try to name it) caused the first week of Gypsy to be cancelled as leading lady Annette Chishick was stranded in Portugal. Hopefully we will have a report on how the rest of the show went next month.

The April curse remained with us when Barrie could not cast Bedside Manners. Fortunately he found another play that he could cast and he is up and running now. (See cast list below)
The Haunted Through Lounge And Recessed Dining Nook at Farndale Castle
9th-12th June 2010  

Cast

Mrs Reece – Lorraine Willis

Lottie – Gilly Lee

Thelma – Hannah Walker

Felicity – Sarah Pearce

Jasmine – Alexandra Willis

The Producer – Brian Nixey 

Youth Group Update – Gordon Bird

Two songs have now been written for the youth group play, Arden City. A play with songs, isn’t that a musical? Well not in this case! The senior youth group summer show has four one act plays and one of the plays written by Timberlake Wertenbaker suggests some original music to be written and performed. So Simon May and Catherine Dove, two members from the youth group, have written some songs! Two are written and one more is on its way.

Rehearsal for all four shows are well under way now, blocking almost completed, and run throughs are about to start.

The Wind in the Willows rehearsals for the middle and junior youth groups are on schedule and their show is beginning to take shape.

I know 2010 has only just started but the youth group are already planning next year’s show! A group of leaders and members are writing their own show for 2011. An outline of the show has been agreed and the script writing starts later next month. More information will follow in future BT’s.

Some other youth group news. Our congratulations go to senior youth group member Jessica Moon who recently passed her audition to The National Youth theatre. Jess is appearing in one of the one act plays this summer and is currently one of the youth group representatives. Our sincere best wishes to Jess for this achievement.
A  LETTER FROM THE BOX OFFICE

In response to criticism from certain quarters, we would like to explain how the box office works. It is not a paid or outside position, but done as part of our hobby and as support for our theatre. We both work, sometimes have evening work commitments and perform in theatre productions. We also have to cook and eat dinner and perform household chores. As such we cannot always be there at the end of the phone. That is why there is an answer machine. The answer machine says that we will get back to you as soon as possible. And we do! If you do not leave a message we cannot do so! If you say your phone number quickly or indistinctly we often find it difficult to work out what your phone number is, then we then have to spend additional time trying to work it out. You can also email us – and we will reply with your ticket bookings as soon as we can.

We’ve always enjoyed being a member of the theatre because, in our experience, everyone tried to be supportive of each other with cast, crew and front of house helping each other and working together.  As such we do all we can to give back by supporting our theatre.

This is an immensely time consuming job which we do for love of our theatre. If everyone spent the same amount of time in supporting our theatre in ways other than performing (cleaning, tidying, set building, maintenance, gardening etc) and for shows they are not performing in, the theatre would be in a much better condition, the bulk of the hard work would not be carried by a few people and performances could be better supported! 

Your Box Office Staff

Lorraine and AJ Willis
Forthcoming Social Events
Quiz Night – Saturday 15th May starting at 7.45pm organised by Jon & Annette Chishick £5.00pp including buffet supper. Please let Jon know how many will be on your team by 8th May (maximum number in team = 6 people). It’s no use turning up on the night and expecting to be able to play and be fed as you might just find it cancelled like the previous time! It will only take a few minutes to email Jon on conyers.green@btinternet.com.

WAITROSE HIRE
The next hire of the theatre by Waitrose will be on Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19 May. As usual, we are looking for volunteers to either open up each day, pop in at lunchtime or close up the theatre at the end of the afternoon. If anyone can help, please contact Nigel on 0118 969 6391 or at rosienigel@aol.com.

GENERAL ELECTION
Just to remind you again the theatre will be in use as a polling station on Thursday 6th May. Hours of voting are from 7am to 10pm. Members are requested not to attend the theatre on that date unless they are assisting or voting!

Don’t forget if you have any comments, reviews or news then email me at rosienigel@aol.com 
Editor: Rosie Dawes

Deadline for June BT: 26.05.10
