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Hi everyone this months BT has lots of news, reviews info on forthcoming shows and social events.
Youth Group Productions

Senior Youth Group – Four 1 Act Plays

Friday 9th July – 7.30pm

Saturday 10th July – 7.30pm

Middle/Junior Group- Wind in the Willows

Saturday 17th July – 6.00pm

Sunday   18th July – 4.00pm

Tickets are now on sale Box Office 0118 975 8880. Please support our Youth they work very hard and either attend or take part in many adult productions.
Review – Farndale
What dreadful acting! No one knew their lines! Of course that’s usually the case in a Farndale production; these farces, ‘put on’ by the hapless Farndale Townswomen’s Guild offer wonderful scope for errors, mishaps and out and out one-up-manship. 

As the indomitable chairwoman Mrs Reece, Lorraine Willis was suitably self important and Hannah Walker, as her main rival Thelma, was excellent in portraying all the comic nuances of competitiveness and bad acting. Despite this I did feel that the role needed an older actress to fully offer the sense of long-standing rivalry that was required; however, this was a casting issue and I am well aware this was a difficulty for this play. Full marks go to Gilly Lee for a fun portrayal of Lottie with a super Austrian accent (it only slipped once, strangely into Scottish…) and Sarah Pearce was beautifully weird as Felicity. AJ Willis (Mrs Bonniface) had the difficult job of playing about five roles (and brought hilarious meaning to the term ‘hammy death scene’) and Brian Nixey (producer) supported well in a skirt. 

I really liked Tim Howling’s set – congratulations on a well timed falling flat! The direction was well handled with some beautifully timed sight gags (“Shall we sit down?”) and all in all, I enjoyed this far more than the long suffering townsfolk of Farndale probably do!

Cara Broadhurst

The Cleaning Count Up!
As for the dressing rooms, the cast of Farndale receive … 5 out of 5!! Both rooms were very clean and all costumes had been put away quickly. One thing though, the Lost Property box is…… lost. I moved it temporarily to the foyer myself – but a search of the theatre last weekend did not yield it. Please return it to the ladies dressing room if you know where it is!

A Shinfield Weekend

Unfortunately, the Shinfield Treasure Hunt, which was to be on Sunday 25th July has been cancelled. However, we are still asking you to set aside that weekend for Shinfield Theatre.

SATURDAY 24th JULY – JEAN AND BARRIE’S OPEN DAY 

Morning Coffee 10.30-12.30 50p

Afternoon Tea   2.30-4.30 50p

Evening from 7.00 (meal 7.30) £6.00 including drinks

SATURDAY 24th and SUNDAY 25th JULY – WORKING WEEKEND
We only have two working weekends each year and these are our chance to improve our theatre and keep the facilities up to scratch. There will be plenty of jobs – from easy to skilled. You could have fun with a jet washer or a long poking stick! You don’t have to spend ALL weekend helping – don’t forget to go to Jean and Barrie’s (worth it just for the cakes!) – but a few hours could really be worthwhile. REMEMBER – It’s OUR theatre – we make it what it is. 

On the Sunday there will be a Barbecue from late afternoon so we can catch up with one another and relax!

Forthcoming Productions

Chess – 8th,9th,14th,15th,.16th October
No info on Chess yet. 
Mike Harding’s 1997 comedy “Comfort and Joy”
Well you survived Last Tango in Whitby and Fur Coat and No Knickers, now we challenge you to participate in the Christmas Party from Hell!.  

Firstly the plot

It’s Christmas. Relatives you hardly ever see and who are now very different from you arrive at your house for the festivities. No one receives a present that is at all appropriate. Culinary disasters abound. Long buried resentments rear their ugly heads as the alcohol flows (well we may let you have some Apple Juice if you have learnt your lines by the time we get on stage) Tongues are loosened and the Plumbing goes wrong.

If any of this reminds you of your typical family Christmas, then you will enjoy performing in “Comfort and Joy”. This typical Mike Harding comedy is painful- but always funny and familiar until the very end anyway – how many of you have been abducted by alien’s yes it’s all in the script.

If the past two productions are anything to go by we will inundated at auditions for the 6 men and 6 women so note the dates on the schedule and be there or live to regret not being part of what we hope will be another big Box Office success.

Secondly Who’s Who

Goff

He is in his seventies though very fit and spry. He is a retired railway man who worked on the railways from demob in 1949 until retirement. He is a bit of a rogue but quite likeable though he does have a terribly annoying habit of repeating himself. He is a Lord of Misrule and takes no prisoners though he does have a soft underbelly. This is a very big part

Martin

He is in his early fifties. He is Dublin Irish but has been in Britain for more than thirty years. He has done well on the building sites and now is site manager for a big construction firm. He is quick and witty, a real Dub/ Jackeen.  He is often light where Goff is dark. He is very likeable – but prone to talk politics when under the influence.

Margaret

Martin’s wife, Goff’s niece. She is also in her late fifties and is very much the matriarch. She works as a secretary in a wholesale stationers; to her it is just a job and the focus of her life is her family. Like many women she is the family lynch pin, remembering birthdays, presents, et cetera.

Helen

Martin’s and Margaret’s daughter. She is in her late twenties and teaches English at a school in Yorkshire. Pretty and intelligent, she has a wickedly dry sense of humour and is obviously more than a match for any man which is probably why Sean jilted her and ran off to have his nipples pierced and live with a halitosistic Mounted Police lady. Helen is very into aromatherapy and is quite hippy-like and Earth Mother-ish in the way she dresses, with long hair in a pony tail, earth shoes, et cetera.

Kathleen (Kathy)

Helen’s sister, two years older. She is a style queen living in London, working as a funding officer for various art projects. She is very Post-Modern and feminist and is often more than anybody can handle. She has largely lost her accent and is brittle and pretentious, jerky and speedy; a northern Janet Street –Porter. Her clothes are very much whatever is “in”.

Crispin

He is an arts administrator and curator, ex-public school. He is from the Home Counties and, even though he tries very hard to be eclectic, his background comes through all the time. He is basically a pudding and since he is based on several people Mike Harding knew the actor playing him show no mercy. Physically he should be the total opposite of Martin so that when he has to wear Martin’s clothes he looks ridiculous. This is of course symbolic.

Jimmy

The man who ran off to Australia with Goff’s daughter Fiona. He is in his fifties and is bald but for a fringe which he combs over a la Charlton. He is quite portly now. He is cheerful and open in many ways but very much a product of the !I went to Australia and made my way” school. His accent is unbelievable (this is very important and cannot be conveyed in print): an exact fifty-fifty mixture of broad Oldham and Australian and a challenge for any actor.

Fiona

The daughter who ran off with Jimmy; the woman who married the man from the “I went to Australia and made my way” school. She has not weathered well, is overweight and quite slow on the uptake. Her accent is very Australian, with just the occasional glimpse of the North.

Monica and Chapman

They are ultra-ultra-respectable, the archetypal retired middle-class couple from Middle England. They dress modestly, but very expensively, and their appearance is very clean, neat and shiny; both are well-coiffured. They are also. Of course, as we discover, stone barking mad.

Pat and Hughie

Pat is similar to Margaret in dress and appearance though better preserved than Fiona. Hughie is gormless and vacant, so that one suspects that there is nothing going on inside his head. Pat,  though, is very very sharp. Their brief foray into Act 2 Scene 3 should end up quite firey.

Although the above gives guidance as to age and appearance we will be accommodating with costume and make up to those auditioning for parts which do not necessarily fit the descriptions given. Character is the most important thing in this comedy.

Thirdly When?

Read throughs Thursday 22nd July and Tuesday 27h July both at 8pm

Auditions Tuesday 3rd (8pm) Thursday 5th(8pm) and Sunday 8th (3pm) August.

Rehearsal schedule is available

Performance Wednesday 17th November to Saturday 20th.

Contact Director Carol Vockins 01189545771 if you have anything you wish to discuss about this show.

2011 Pantomime

We are still looking for someone to direct the 2011 panto. If you would like to have a go please contact the committee. 

and finally……..
Letter to the Board Treader

Dear Sir or Madam

It has recently been drawn to my attention that the Committee has made a BAD decision. I would like to publicly put on record that I will personally make it crusade to ensure they are “All Banged Up” by next April if they continue in this way.

Mr Angry

Name and Address withheld
Editor: Rosie Dawes

Deadline for the August BT: 26th July
