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A Happy New Year to you all. December was a difficult time for the theatre with the weather causing disruption with rehearsals for both the panto and the carol concert. The latter suffered greatly and even though members went to great effort to clear the car park of snow there was only an audience of 43 people. Happily those who did see it thoroughly enjoyed themselves and Ellen and her singers did an excellent job. Hopefully the snow will now stay away so that we have a good panto run.

Cinderella 
'Oh yes it is!' Panto time that is.  After a great deal of hard work from cast and crew, Cinderella opens next week.  Not sure that panto's your thing?  No children to take? Does that matter?  Of course not; especially not if you get the chance to see Gary Elmes dressed as a fairy not long out of nappies, Sam Pemberton in a beautiful leopard print number and some of the most energetic dancing seen on the Shinfield Stage for quite some time as well as hearing Crazy Little Thing Called Love, You Can't Stop the Beat and Don't Stop Believing as you've never heard them before!  We've 'had a ball' getting the show ready, now we really hope you will come and support us - it may be 'the greatest day' of your life!  Rind the Box Office now! (0118 975 8880)

Show dates are 14th - 16th and 21st - 23rd January.  Fridays at 7.30pm, Saturday and Sunday matinees at 2.00pm and Saturday evening at 6.00pm.  The first weekend is pretty full so if you've not booked yet, please try to book for the second weekend.

Thank you from Ella, Prince Charming, Little Red Riding Hood and friends!
Bad Girls 29th 30th April & 4th 6th 7th May 2011

Sunday 9th Jan – Introduction at 7.45

Mon 17th & Mon 24th – Music   at 7.45

Wed 19th & Wed 26th Read Throughs at 7.45

Auditions Sun 30th Jan at 2.30 & Mon 31st at 7.45

Please note dates, particularly the week before the show weeks and show weeks. There are unusual timings due to events going on around us. Please be sure you can fit in with the dates. There are bank holidays and the royal wedding, so potential cast members must be prepared to be available for either a bank holiday Monday afternoon or a very late night Tuesday tech. For more info refer to December BT.
Prescription for Murder – 9TH -12TH March 2011

Auditions took place in December and the cast is as follows:-

Barbara Forth - Melanie Sherwood
Dr Richard Forth - Philippe Duquenoy
Dorothy Livingstone - Rosemary Tobutt
Mary Haigh - Karen Bird
Alan Haigh - Derek Lockwood
Eric Dawson – Tom Wansey
Julia Moore - Debbie Gray
Proof  by David Auburn – 8th,9th,10th,11th June 2011
Synopsis
The play concerns Catherine, the daughter of Robert, a recently deceased mathematical genius and professor at the University of Chicago, and her struggle with mathematical genius and mental illness. 

After Robert's death, his ex-graduate student Hal discovers a paradigm-shifting proof about prime numbers in Robert's office. The title of the play refers both to that proof and to the play's central question: Can Catherine prove the proof's authorship? 

Along with demonstrating the proof's authenticity, Catherine also finds herself in a relationship with 28-year-old Hal. Throughout, the play explores Catherine's fear of following in her father's footsteps, both mathematically and mentally and her desperate attempts to stay in control.

Cast.
Robert: 50’s – Stereotypical professor/father figure.

Catherine: 25 – Emotionally unstable almost paranoid.

Hal:  28 – Young college professor previously student of Robert.

Claire: 29 – Older sister. Professional person in appearance. Organized and caring, slight guilt complex.
Read throughs and auditions will be held in March further details subject to agreement and ratification with the committee.

Director – Derek Lockwood
 
Senior Youth Group 

Autumn 2010, a review.

By Jess Moon.
We began the season by having a comedy workshop by comedy Theatre Company, Plested and Brown. We explored a number of things including the ‘Oh S**t moment!’ which consisted of us all having to act out different actions on the spot.  We also worked on acting out people of different statuses and clearly distinguishing the differences between them. 
We also had a vocal workshop with Heidi Ashton from the adult group; this was for us to become more confident when projecting our voices on stage in preparation for our production next year! We focused on clarity and pronunciation -ultimately helping the audience understand every single word said on stage. 

There have also been Youth Group members involved in two of the adult shows, Sam Pemberton in Chess and Aimee-Louise King in Comfort and Joy, which were watched by quite a few members of the youth group! Charlotte Hill and Amy Hunter also assisted the lighting for these shows. A social event was also arranged and the youth group went bowling, this gave everyone the chance to get to know the new members of our youth group! 
Finally the Youth Group Representatives have been working on writing a script for next year’s musical; they came up with the idea from scratch and went through the process of creating the story, scenes, and characters. This is due to be performed next year by a very talented group of actors, formally known as the Senior Youth Group!

Urgent Help for Re-casting of role at Progress Theatre
Dear All,

Unfortunately, because of work changes, the male playing the role of Whit in
Progress Theatre's  forthcoming production of "Of Mice and Men" has had to
drop out of the production and we are hoping that we will be able to find a
replacement within the next 7-10 days, and we would appreciate your support
in suggesting anyone that may be suitable for the role who we can contact.

Some details about the character:
Whit is young, immature and easily excited. His description of his visit to
the whorehouse, is that of a young man, eager to tell his friends of his
sexual conquests, when in fact nothing really happened.
Preferred age - 18 to 30
Number of lines to learn - approx 105
Whilst he may be heard offstage he doesn't appear onstage until Act 2 Scene
1 which is set in the Bunkhouse and he has @100 lines, where dialogue is a
mixture of interjections and short speeches, his longest single speech in
the scene being @15 lines so not too much to remember in one section.  He
then appears onstage again in the final scene.
Important dates:

Show Dates:    Thursday-Saturday 10th-12th February, you have Sunday 13th off
and then a full week
            Monday-Saturday 14th-19th February

Rehearsals:    Tuesdays and Thursdays 7.30pm-10pm
            Sundays 2pm-6pm

If you are interested in taking on the role but would like to see the cast
in action to get a better idea of the play they have their first full run
through at Mencap, Alexandra Road this Sunday 9th from 6pm-9pm and you would be welcome to come along and see the cast in action and how the role of Whit fits into the show.

For further details please contact:
Director Joe Haynes on 07860 633111
Heidi Ashton on 07796 671 814

We look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible.

Best regards
Joe and Heidi

Rosie Dawes

Editor

Deadline for February BT – 26th January 2011
